
July 29, 2020 
 
Dear Coatesville Area School District Community, 
 
Last night our School Board of Directors  unanimously approved our reopening plan, which 
includes a fully virtual start for the fall. This extremely difficult decision was made after a 
careful analysis of our school facilities and determination that none of our spaces can 
accommodate the prevailing state and medical guidance for 6 feet of separation between 
students.  
 
We know this decision will cause significant logistical concerns for our families, however even a 
hybrid start (reducing our capacity to allow for separation and bringing students into our 
schools in smaller cohort groups) would also pose significant concerns. As virus numbers across 
Pennsylvania and specifically Chester County climb, we simply must prioritize the health and 
safety of our students and staff.  
 
You can view the full PowerPoint presentation of our reopening plans here and watch the video 
of our presentation here. 
 
I want to draw your attention to the following highlights of our plan (much more detailed 
information can be found in our report.): 
 

• The CASD will provide remote instruction for all students through the end of the first 
marking period (November 5.)  This will be unlike spring pandemic learning. We are 
acquiring a Learning Management System to help teachers and students communicate, 
and through this, our students will follow their traditional daily schedule virtually. 
Students will have live instruction from our teachers each day and lessons – completely 
aligned to our curriculum - will be recorded for flexibility. All specialized student 
supports and services will be provided virtually. Teachers will be available through office 
hours.  
 

• We will reassess as we draw closer to November 5 and make a decision at that time 
about how to proceed and whether we can bring students back to our school 
buildings.  

 
• If the trajectory of the virus allows us to do so, we will strive to bring our most 

educationally vulnerable students into our schools with social distancing and masking 
in the first few months of school. Our goal is to bring self-contained special education 
classes for students with disabilities into our schools five days a week, and English 
Language Learners into our schools one day a week. Other students may be brought 
into schools based on identified academic needs.  

 
• Support services for all students during the remote period will continue virtually. 

These include counseling, nursing support, college guidance, IEP support, related 

https://www.casdschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=7305
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVyNEvpbJYw&feature=youtu.be


services, and academic interventions. If we are able to provide these supports in-person, 
these will be by appointment. 

 
Teacher training on remote learning will be provided throughout the summer. We will continue 
to evaluate our educational delivery, and work to do the very best we can for our students 
under these incredibly difficult circumstances.  
 
Please stay tuned for frequent updates from the school district as we more thoroughly 
communicate the details of our plans, including device distribution for students, schedules, and 
more information.  
 
Thank you for your support of our school district.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tomas Hanna, Superintendent 
 


